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Ocean Wind 
ICYMI

❑ June 2019 the BPU approved a $1.6 billion wind-energy farm to be built 15 miles off the coast of 

Atlantic City, spanning south into Cape May County.

❑ New Jersey’s first utility-scale wind farm and part of the Governor’s goal to convert 100% of New 

Jersey’s electricity production to renewable energy by 2050.

❑ Ocean Wind is a 1,100 megawatt project, generating enough power to provide 500,000 homes 

with clean and reliable energy.

❑ Currently, approximately 95% of electricity generated in New Jersey comes from natural gas 

powered plants and nuclear facilities.

❑ A 2-year construction project scheduled to start in 2022 and open in 2024.

❑ The project is will create more than 3,000 construction jobs. 

❑ An additional 70 jobs for skilled workers will be generated for ongoing maintenance.

❑ Each New Jersey homeowner will be charged an additional $1.46 per month to cover costs.

Note:  I served as a member 2004-05 member of the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Wind 

Turbines in Coastal Waters in 2004-2005.

Here is what we know:



Benefits

❑ Pro-NJ Trust fund Cape May and Atlantic Counties investment up to $15 million in 

grants to support local infrastructure investments and to support small, women, and 

minority-owned business owners who wish to become part of the emerging offshore 

wind industry.

❑ Ocean Wind will work with JINGOLI through the company’s Competitive Edge and Live 

Classroom programs that will identify and train Atlantic City residents and students who 

are interested in working in wind farm construction or in one of the permanent positions 

that will become available when the project is completed. 

❑ Expected to create over 3,000 direct jobs annually through development and three-

year construction cycle

❑ The project will deliver large-scale renewable energy at competitive prices directly into 

New Jersey, leveraging Ørsted’s global supply chain, track record of cost minimization, 

and efficient use of federal tax credits to reduce costs for New Jersey ratepayers



What we don’t know. 
❑ Informational Sessions such as this one are important to keep Cape May County residents    

informed and aware of impacts and opportunities resulting from the Ocean Wind project.

❑ It is difficult to find details regarding the benefits and impacts from the Ocean Wind project as it    
relates to Cape May County.

❑ Many of the questions regarding offshore wind turbines posed in 2005 are being asked today.

❑ What are the actual jobs that will go to Cape May County residents?

❑ What direct tourism jobs will be created ?

❑ Can wind turbines coexist with Cape May County $600 million eco-tourism industry?

❑ Can wind turbines coexist with Cape May County’s commercial and recreational fishing 
industry? 

❑ Will there be ongoing studies conducted with Cape May County fishing industry to measure 
the impact in Cape May County?

❑ What studies have been done in Cape May County specifically to determine the 
environmental impacts?

❑ How many wind turbines will there be when all phases of the project are complete?

❑ Will boat tours be permitted within close viewing range?

❑ Will the turbines redirect the migration pattern of whales and dolphins off our coast?



Jobs- Direct/Indirect Tourism Employment 
Direct tourism employment – top 3 in the State

County Winter Population Jobs Direct Share of Jobs

◦ Atlantic County 265,429 51,687 30.7%

◦ Ocean County 601,651 26,597 9.8% 

◦ Cape May County 92,560 26,572 42.5% 

Indirect tourism employment – top 3 in the State

County Summer Visitation Total Jobs Direct Share of Jobs

o Atlantic County 20.6 million 69,534 42.3%

o Ocean County 8.7 million 38,356 14.2%

o Cape May County 9.8 million 37,141 59.6%

Tourism Personal Income in New Jersey

o Tourism generated $24 Billion in direct/indirect income

o Direct income alone was $12.8 billion; the breakdown is a follows:

o $3.566 Billion – Food and Beverage

o $2.72 Billion – Lodging

o $1.7 Billion – Retail

o $1.07 Billion - Construction/Utilities - $1.07 Billion

Data is provided by NJ Division of Travel and Tourism – Tourism Economics Report 2018



Economic Impact of Tourism

Lodging Food/Bev Retail Recreation       Transportation      TOTAL            2nd Homes       

$2,632.5 B          $1,536.1 B        $1,280.39 B     $711.47 M          $452.7 M               $6,613.0B      $2,196.8 B 

◦ Cape May County ranks second in the state in tourism direct spending, under Atlantic County 

◦ Total tourism spending in 2018 increased by 3.8% over 2017 ($244 million increase) 

◦ 2018 Occupancy Tax for Cape May County is up 4.5% or $880,984. ($12,646,679) 

◦ Cape May County leads the state in Food & Beverage; Retail; Recreation and 2nd Home Rentals.

◦ Cape May County saw increases in all sectors measured:

◦ Lodging up 4.95%  

◦ Rental Income up 4.88%

◦ Retail up 1.62%

◦ Food & Beverage up 4.81%

◦ Transportation up 5.2%

◦ Recreation up 1.35%



Tourism generated State and Local Tax Receipts

◦ Taxes of nearly $11.0 billion were directly and indirectly generated by tourism in 2018 state wide.

◦ State and local taxes alone tallied $5.0 billion in 2018.

◦ Each household in New Jersey would need to be taxed an additional $1,545 per year to replace 

the traveler taxes received by state and local governments.

◦ Sales tax increases were limited by the reduction in the state sales tax rate in 2018 – from 

6.875% to 6.625%.

◦ Cape May County  tourism generated $554.5 million in State and Local taxes in 2018.

◦ State and Local taxes were up 2.1%, translating in $1.5 million per day.

◦ Cape May County tourism taxes represented 11.1% of the statewide taxes generated.

◦ Occupancy Taxes generated in Cape May County by the hoteliers was nearly $12.7 million in 

2018.

◦ Rental income was $2.2 Billion and was not taxed.

Data provided by NJ Division of Travel and Tourism – Tourism Economic Report 2018



Cape May County Fisheries
◦ The combined port of Cape May/Wildwood is the largest commercial fishing port in New Jersey and is 

one of the largest on the East Coast. It is the center of fish processing and freezing in New Jersey and 
is home to some of the largest vessels fishing on the East Coast.

◦ Top species commercially harvested in Cape May County include scallops, butterfish, summer flounder, 
scup, black sea bass, surf clams, ocean quahog, lobster, herring, and monkfish.

◦ Cape May County generated $81 million in commercial fishing revenue, ranking 9th in the nation.

◦ Cape May County landed 102 million pounds of seafood ranking 14th in the nation out of 128 ports and 
51% of the state total.

◦ Commercial Fishing is the County’s second largest industry, generating thousands of direct and indirect 
year-round employment.

◦ Fishing has been extremely important  and one of the largest industries in Cape May County since the 
late 1600s.

◦ NJ commercial fishing industry generated $6.2 Billion in 2018, ranking NJ as 5th by state in the nation.

◦ The total catch in NJ was 198.6 million pounds or 90 metric tons, ranking NJ 10th by State in the nation.

◦ 1st – Quahogs – 16.5 million pounds

◦ 2nd - Sea Scallops – 11 million pounds

◦ 2nd – Mackerel – 2.8 million pounds

◦ 2nd – Surf Clams – 18.3 million pounds

◦ 2nd - Squid – 24.5 million pounds
Data provided by NOAA


